^form Fund 
! for DA 1o • 
2 Push Probe 

' A group of New Or- 
leans businessmen is giv- 
ing Dist. Atty. Jim Garri- 
son a “blankvcheck” fund 
to continue his investiga- 
tion of the death of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy. 

“It would amount to a blank 
check that would - pay the 
cost of the investigation for 
months and even years,” one 
of the sponsors said. “We are 
prepared to back' Jim Garri- 
son all the way . . . five years 
if necessary.” 

When the States-Item re- 
vealed the probe’s existence 
last week, it cited city fi- 
nancial records showing that 
sfome |8,000 had been spent 
by the DA’s office, mostly on 
trips. 

GARRISON, ANGRY at the 
paper’s disclosure, said he 
would continue the probe 
with borrowed funds or contri- 
butions so the paper would be 
unable to check on his spend- 
ing. ■ | 

Two businessmen, both per- 
sonal friends of Garrison, 
were named as leaders in | 
the “conspiracy investigation I 
fund” move. They are Joseph 
M. Rault Jr., president of 
v i , . a petroleum firm, and Wil- 
lard E. Robertson, an auto- 
mobile distributor. , 

Garrison, who contends that 
President Kennedy's deaiS re- 
sulted from a plot hatched In 
New Orleans, has promised 
there will be arrests and con- 
victions within a few months. 

RAULT TODAY confirmed 
the existence of the fund to 
finance the continued probe, 
but declined to give any dol- 
lar amount. 

Asked whether the fund 
could match the $8,000 re- 
ported spent earlier, Rault 
said: 

“Yes. If he needs $8,000 
for the next three months, 
he’ll 'get it, and the three 
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WHERE THE MONEY IS reportedly coming from 
to back District Attorney Jim Garrison’s probe of 
a plot to assassinate President Kennedy, is from 
JOSEPH RAULT, left, and WILLARD ROBERT- 
SON. Rault, an oil company president, and Rob- 
ertson, an automobile dealer, are among a group 
of New Orleans businessmen who have pledged to 
: privately finance Garrison’s investigation, “No ques- 



I who performed the autopsy 
and who is a professor of 
pathology at Louisiana State 
University School of Medicine, 
said the “anatomical findings 
are very clear cut.’” 

He added that Ferrie had 
a history of high blood pres- 
sure ranging from a “mod- 
erate to moderately severe 
degree” and that he had 
been suffering with “hyper- 



Dr. Chetta said, “There is 



YESTERDAY, GARRISON 
said his office will make no 
further statements on the 
JFK probe in the neair. fu- 
ture. 

“Just in case I have not 
made myself clear,” he said, 
“let me say under no cir- 
cumstances will I turn over 

f y evidence we have gather- 
to any other agency, and 

agencie^of* thl federal 
government which have with- 
held— and continue to with- 



hold— material which si 
have been turned over tc 
enforcement agencies having 
proper legal Jurisdiction.” 

He added that the “federal 
government has as much 
jurisdiction over a murder 
conspiracy in New Orleans as 
the SPCA (Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
mals.)” . 

FERRIE’S DEATH appar- 
ently scared other persons 
whose names have figured in 
the probe. y. 

David Lewis, a bus station 
baggage dark who claims be 
had knowledge of a possible 
conspiracy to kill Kennedy, 
went to Garrison’s office yes- 
terday, spin expressing fear 

Miguel Torres, a Cuban 
exile who lived a block from 
Oswald on Magazine st. in 
1983, was transferred from a 
jail cell to the Parish Prison 
hospital Reportedly, there 
s a telephone call threat- 



state Penitentiary at Angola 

by 



WATCH THE YANKS 
PARIS— French auto makers | 
fear Ame rican competition. 



